CLIP Meeting at MSU

April 7, 2006

Apologies for changing the time of the meeting (due to an unscheduled geography department faculty meeting).  Jenny got back from a quick trip to Nairobi for ILRI’s annual meetings so has some information from that trip.

1. Health-climate update

Avian Influenza/ poultry management and environmental factors: ILRI is moving fast with this, with already around 7 proposals underway. We are proposing to conduct cross-site analysis between Asia (Thailand and Indonesia) and  Africa (Nigeria and Kenya). 

David suggests that we talk to Kevin Walker (at MSU, works with Lonnie King)

Possible funders: NIH?, USAID, USDA, World Bank (Tjaart Schillhorn v. Veen)

HIV-AID agricultural and land use impact: Ned Walker, Thom Jayne, Jenny had a meeting.  Ned and Thom are going to Kisumu to meet the CDC team in May.

Malaria/land use change:  Francis (Ned’s student) is doing training with Dave Lusch on GPS/ GIS/ RS looking at Ikonos May 2005 of their CDC survey area. Question of why so much uncultivated land?  Is it related to illness, move of children?  They will be analysing more imagery (QuickBird) to get at change.  

DEM from topos in our area?


High resolution soils for Kenya?

Rift Valley Fever / West Nile:  emerging infectious disease for US. ILRI strong interest after hire new epidemiologist. Esther Schelling at ILRI has done a lit review for this.

Report to VP Research on our grant is due April 20, including request for additional funds. 

2. Savanna index (Nate Torbick):  Mohammed Said suggests Laikipia as another research site (in addition to southern Kenya) since there is so much existing vegetation and GIS data there. There is also a research station where Nate could be based.  

Nate will be going to Kenya this summer to set up the field research with GeoF funds (but he needs additional funds).  He is revising a concept note for the work.

3. Kilosa study (Sigismond Wilson): Russ Kruska of ILRI sent some pop data & ward boundaries.  Topo data not complete, sending soils data.

4. Next version of LTM:  Urban land use modelling expansion done for the region, with a song (by Amelie and Bryan).  Bryan will put it up on a site so that we can look at it.  They are ready to run the next LTM version once they get the revised maize yield data.

Discussion of interpolation of CERES maize layer to cover the “black holes” where there is no data because the soils are unproductive or where it was water so excluded from analysis.  Alagarswamy and Dave Lusch will let Bryan know which black holes are due to water, which to uncultivable soils.  

Discussion of the low resolution of the maize yield data (due to the resolution of the CRU gridded climate data); possibly revisit to get higher resolution output (e.g., by using a higher resolution climate layer, or by basing the resolution of the analyses on the FAO soils layer). Another issue is that the FAO soils data layer is not great; pH is called “fiction” according to Marianne Banzinger of CIMMYT.  Bryan may try to downscale the data using a land form model: categorizing land with slope, aspect to get valleys etc. Validate with Kensoter soils data?  

Marianne Banzinger of CIMMYT is willing to share their data on maize trials to validate the CERES output. Also, John Owuor will be going to Katumani to try to get some historical trend yield data from their trials.

5.  RAMS runs (Nathan):  need to re-run to compare splines/ no splines and output the data at 8 utc  (morning, around 11:00 AM) to better match the MODIS LST (land surface temperature).  Nathan is shifting back to CLIP stuff today after having been working on Amazon analyses.  Once he gets the CCM data set up, he can run it on the NCAR computers since running out of space on the local terabyte.

6. Other news:  Philip Thornton has completed a large analysis of vulnerability to climate change in Africa for DFID that includes maps of changing maize yields.  Jenny has the report’s file.

7.  We need to organize the next CLIP annual meeting.  It will be held in East Africa this time.  Would October be ok?

8.  The Scientific advisory committee needs update; David suggested sending them the AAG presentation.

